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strive to express their precious freedoms in
the face of adversity. Today, in accordance
with congressional joint resolutions (63 Stat.
492 and 80 Stat. 194), we set aside June 14
as Flag Day and the week beginning June
13 as National Flag Week to honor the colors
and stars that have flown proudly over the
United States for 216 years.

Just as we pay our respects to our flag,
so must we honor our Nation’s Founders, the
brave people who inscribed their names on
the Declaration of Independence and
breathed life into its text. The ideals em-
bodied by the Declaration have served as a
guide for our Nation and an inspiration for
people around the world. This document de-
lineated the very idea of America, that indi-
vidual rights are derived not from the gener-
osity of the government, but from the hand
of the Almighty. The Founders forever aban-
doned their allegiance to the old European
notions of caste and dedicated themselves to
the belief that all people are created equal.

The brilliant men who gathered in Phila-
delphia in 1776 to declare our Nation’s inde-
pendence risked their honor, their fortunes,
and their very lives to create a better future
for their children and grandchildren. We, the
inheritors of freedom’s legacy, owe our lib-
erties to the fact that our Founders saw the
need for dramatic change and acted upon it.

Today, vast changes are sweeping the
globe. Nations that have known only tyranny
for centuries are now dedicating themselves
to the ideals of freedom and democracy. And
wherever freedom is proclaimed, echoes of
the American Declaration of Independence
can be heard. Thomas Jefferson’s words are
being spoken in dozens of nations in hun-
dreds of languages.

We are justly proud of the influence that
our beliefs have had on the world. But the
mission of America is far from complete.
While the world is filled with opportunity,
it is rife with uncertainty. We must dedicate
ourselves to carrying on the dreams of the
Founders and adding our own chapter to the
unfinished American story. By embracing the
changes that are altering the landscape of the
world today, we help ensure a brighter, more
democratic, and more peaceful world. As we
celebrate our independence, I encourage all
Americans to rededicate themselves to the

conviction that our precious freedoms re-
quire constant vigilance and reaffirmation.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim June 14, 1993, as Flag
Day and the week beginning June 13, 1993,
as National Flag Week. I direct the appro-
priate officials of the government to display
the flag of the United States on all govern-
ment buildings during that week. I encour-
age all Americans to observe Flag Day and
Flag Week by flying the Stars and Stripes
from their homes and other suitable places.
I also urge the American people to celebrate
those days from Flag Day through Independ-
ence Day, as set aside by the Congress (89
Stat. 211), as a time to honor America, by
having public gatherings and activities at
which they can honor and pledge their alle-
giance to our country.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of June, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:02 p.m., June 14, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 16.

Remarks on the Nomination of Ruth
Bader Ginsburg To Be a Supreme
Court Associate Justice
June 14, 1993

The President. Please be seated. I wish
you all a good afternoon, and I thank the
Members of the Congress and other inter-
ested Americans who are here.

In just a few days when the Supreme
Court concludes its term, Justice Byron
White will begin a new chapter in his long
and productive life. He has served the Court
as he has lived, with distinction, intelligence,
and honor. And he retires from public service
with the deep gratitude of all the American
people.
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Article II, section 2 of the United States
Constitution empowers the President to se-
lect a nominee to fill a vacancy on the Su-
preme Court of the United States. This re-
sponsibility is one of the most significant du-
ties assigned to the President by the Con-
stitution. A Supreme Court Justice has life
tenure, unlike the President, and along with
his or her colleagues decides the most signifi-
cant questions of our time and shapes the
continuing contours of our liberty.

I care a lot about this responsibility, not
only because I am a lawyer but because I
used to teach constitutional law and I served
my State as attorney general. I know well
how the Supreme Court affects the lives of
all Americans personally and deeply. I know
clearly that a Supreme Court Justice should
have the heart and spirit, the talent and dis-
cipline, the knowledge, common sense, and
wisdom to translate the hopes of the Amer-
ican people, as presented in the cases before
it, into an enduring body of constitutional
law, constitutional law that will preserve our
most cherished values that are enshrined in
that Constitution and, at the same time, en-
able the American people to move forward.

That is what I promised the American peo-
ple in a Justice when I ran for President, and
I believe it is a promise that I am delivering
on today. After careful reflection, I am proud
to nominate for Associate Justice of the Su-
preme Court Judge Ruth Bader Ginsburg of
the United States Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia. I will send her name
to the Senate to fill the vacancy created by
Justice White’s retirement.

As I told Judge Ginsburg last night when
I called to ask her to accept the nomination,
I decided on her for three reasons. First, in
her years on the bench she has genuinely
distinguished herself as one of our Nation’s
best judges, progressive in outlook, wise in
judgment, balanced and fair in her opinions.
Second, over the course of a lifetime, in her
pioneering work in behalf of the women of
this country, she has compiled a truly historic
record of achievement in the finest traditions
of American law and citizenship. And finally,
I believe that in the years ahead she will be
able to be a force for consensus-building on
the Supreme Court, just as she has been on
the Court of Appeals, so that our judges can

become an instrument of our common unity
in the expression of their fidelity to the Con-
stitution.

Judge Ginsburg received her undergradu-
ate degree from Cornell. She attended both
Harvard and Columbia Law Schools and
served on the law reviews of both institutions,
the first woman to have earned this distinc-
tion. She was a law clerk to a Federal judge,
a law professor at Rutgers and Columbia Law
Schools. She argued six landmark cases on
behalf of women before the United States
Supreme Court and, happily, won five out
of six. For the past 13 years she has served
on the United States Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia, the second highest
court in our country, where her work has
brought her national acclaim and on which
she was able to amass a record that caused
a national legal journal in 1991 to name her
as one of the Nation’s leading centrist judges.

In the months and years ahead, the coun-
try will have the opportunity to get to know
much more about Ruth Ginsburg’s achieve-
ments, decency, humanity, and fairness. Peo-
ple will find, as I have, that this nominee
is a person of immense character. Quite sim-
ply, what’s in her record speaks volumes
about what is in her heart. Throughout her
life she has repeatedly stood for the individ-
ual, the person less well-off, the outsider in
society, and has given those people greater
hope by telling them that they have a place
in our legal system, by giving them a sense
that the Constitution and the laws protect
all the American people, not simply the pow-
erful. Judge Ginsburg has also proven herself
to be a healer, what attorneys call a mod-
erate. Time and again, her moral imagination
has cooled the fires of her colleagues’ dis-
cord, ensuring that the right of jurists to dis-
sent ennobles the law without entangling the
court.

The announcement of this vacancy
brought forth a unique outpouring of support
for distinguished Americans on Judge Gins-
burg’s behalf. What caused that outpouring
is the essential quality of the judge herself:
her deep respect for others and her willing-
ness to subvert self-interest to the interest
of our people and their institutions.

In one of her own writings about what it
is like to be a Justice, Judge Ginsburg quotes
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Justice Louis Brandeis, who once said, ‘‘The
Supreme Court is not a place for solo per-
formers.’’ If this is a time for consensus-
building on the Court, and I believe it is,
Judge Ginsburg will be an able and effective
architect of that effort.

It is important to me that Judge Ginsburg
came to her views and attitudes by doing,
not merely by reading and studying. Despite
her enormous ability and academic achieve-
ments, she could not get a job with a law
firm in the early 1960’s because she was a
woman and the mother of a small child. Hav-
ing experienced discrimination, she devoted
the next 20 years of her career to fighting
it and making this country a better place for
our wives, our mothers, our sisters, and our
daughters. She herself argued and won many
of the women’s rights cases before the Su-
preme Court in the 1970’s. Many admirers
of her work say that she is to the women’s
movement what former Supreme Court Jus-
tice Thurgood Marshall was to the movement
for the rights of African Americans. I can
think of no greater compliment to bestow on
an American lawyer. And she has done all
of this and a lot of other things as well by
raising a family with her husband, Marty,
whom she married 39 years ago as a very
young woman. Together they had two chil-
dren, Jane and James, and they now have
two grandchildren. Hers is a remarkable
record of distinction and achievement, both
professional and personal.

During the selection process, we reviewed
the qualifications of more than 40 potential
nominees. It was a long, exhaustive search.
And during that time we identified several
wonderful Americans whom I think could be
outstanding nominees to the Supreme Court
in the future. Among the best were the Sec-
retary of the Interior, Bruce Babbitt, whose
strong legal background as Arizona’s attorney
general and recent work balancing the com-
peting interests of environmentalists and oth-
ers in the very difficult issues affecting the
American West made him a highly qualified
candidate for the Court. And I had the un-
usual experience, something unique to me,
of being flooded with calls all across America
from Babbitt admirers who pleaded with me
not to put him on the Court and take him
away from the Interior Department. I also

carefully considered the chief judge of the
first circuit, Judge Stephen Breyer of Boston,
a man whose character, confidence, and legal
scholarship impressed me very greatly. I be-
lieve he has a very major role to play in public
life. I believe he is superbly qualified to be
on the Court. And I think either one of these
candidates, as well as the handful of others
whom I closely considered, may well find
themselves in that position someday in the
future.

Let me say in closing that Ruth Bader
Ginsburg cannot be called a liberal or a con-
servative; she has proved herself too thought-
ful for such labels. As she herself put it in
one of her articles, and I quote, ‘‘The greatest
figures of the American judiciary have been
independent thinking individuals with open
but not empty minds; individuals willing to
listen and to learn. They have exhibited a
readiness to reexamine their own premises,
liberal or conservative, as thoroughly as those
of others.’’ That, I believe, describes Judge
Ginsburg. And those, I too believe, are the
qualities of a great Justice.

If, as I believe, the measure of a person’s
values can best be measured by examining
the life the person lives, then Judge Gins-
burg’s values are the very ones that represent
the best in America. I am proud to nominate
this pathbreaking attorney, advocate, and
judge to be the 107th Justice to the United
States Supreme Court.

[At this point, Judge Ginsburg expressed her
appreciation to the President and discussed
her background and her view of the position.]

Q. The withdrawal of the Guinier nomina-
tion, sir, and your apparent focus on Judge
Breyer and your turn, late, it seems, to Judge
Ginsburg may have created an impression,
perhaps unfair, of a certain zig-zag quality
in the decision-making process here. I won-
der, sir, if you could kind of walk us through
it and perhaps disabuse us of any notion we
might have along those lines. Thank you.

The President. I have long since given up
the thought that I could disabuse some of
you of turning any substantive decision into
anything but political process. How you
could ask a question like that after the state-
ment she just made is beyond me.

Goodbye. Thank you.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Remarks on the President’s Council
on Sustainable Development
June 14, 1993

Thank you. Thank you. Ladies and gentle-
men, thank you very much for being here.
It has been a year since the Earth summit
in Rio. I think you might be interested to
know that a year ago at the Earth summit
in Rio I placed a call to Senator Al Gore
of Tennessee to get a report on the goings-
on there from him and from Senator Wirth
of Colorado and to begin the process by
which we came together as a team. Not very
long after that I asked Al Gore to join the
Democratic ticket, and the rest was history.

I don’t want to make any bones about it.
When we had our first very long meeting,
one thing that then-Senator Gore said was
that he wanted to be part of a ticket that,
if elected, could put the environment back
on the front burner in American public life
and do it in a way that would be good for
the economy, not bad for the economy, do
it in a way that would bring the American
people together, not divide them. All the pol-
icy positions that the Vice President just an-
nounced that we have taken to change the
direction of the previous administrations and,
more importantly, to go beyond politics to
embrace a new philosophy of uniting our
goals of preserving the environment and pro-
moting economic growth would have been
very difficult to achieve had it not been for
his leadership and constant involvement and
faithfulness to this cause. And the American
people owe him a great debt of gratitude.

I would also like to acknowledge the pres-
ence of one other person in this audience
who has not been introduced and is not up
here, but it will become obvious when I say
what I want to say. The Deputy Secretary
of Education, Madeleine Kunin is here. She
is formerly the Governor of Vermont. And
as far as I know, she was the only Governor
in the country that actually had a sustainable
development commission actively operating
on the problems of the people of Vermont
when she was the Governor. And she in many

ways blazed a trail for what we are attempting
to do today. And I thank you for that.

A year ago the United States was in Rio
fighting the Global Warming Treaty and the
Biodiversity Treaty. Our leading economic
competitors were at the Earth summit sign-
ing off on the Global Warming Treaty, sign-
ing off on the Biodiversity Treaty. And while
the United States was fighting to water it
down, change it, or thwart it, they spent all
their time selling environmental technology
to other nations in the world, making money
while we made hot air.

What a difference a year can make. This
morning the Vice President made us all
proud in his opening address before the
United Nations Commission on Sustainable
Development. America is now doing what we
ought to do. We’re leading again, leading the
nations of the world in the pursuit of a great
purpose.

This afternoon I am announcing the cre-
ation of the President’s Council on Sustain-
able Development to help set policies to
grow the economy and preserve the environ-
ment for our children and our children’s chil-
dren, bringing together some of the most in-
novative people from business, from govern-
ment, from the environmental movement,
the civil rights movement, and the labor
movement, people who bring a wealth of ex-
perience and accomplishment to this mis-
sion, people who have developed environ-
mentally sound products, found ways to pro-
tect our air and water, and defended commu-
nities all across the country against pollution
and health hazards.

In the past, many might not have ever had
the chance to sit down at the table and work
together. But now they are working together.
These men and women have real experience
in the real world, and I am counting on them
to achieve real results. I am asking them to
find new ways to combine economic growth
and environmental protection, to promote
our best interests in the world community,
to bring our people together to meet the
needs of the present without jeopardizing the
future. I am asking the Council to be guided
by three principles that form our environ-
mental policies.
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